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Dear NVSO Fan: 
 
 

Thank you for joining us for our  
celebration of Smetana's 200th  
Birthday, with music by Smetana, 
Janáček, Fučík, and Dvořák.  We  
are glad you are in our audience. 
 

Enjoy the concert! 
 

7 p.m. 
Saturday  

March 16, 2024 
 

North Canyon High 
School Auditorium 

 
1700 E. Union Hills 

Dr., Phoenix

P a r t i a l l y  f u n d e d  b y :



Fine String Instruments
by Jody Summerford

For appointment 
Call 602-993-2966

Instrument Creation, 
Restoration and Repair 



Sponsorship  Options   
All season and concert sponsorships include the following benefits: 
t Recognition/full­page ad in concert program  
t Acknowledgment in press release(s)  
t Lobby table for business promotion at concert(s) 
t Logo on concert promotional materials 
t Logo with website link on NVSO website 
t Recognition in concert PowerPoint from stage 
t Facebook post acknowledging sponsorship 
t Listing in concert programs for concert season 
t 2 concert tickets to each concert sponsored  
 
Season Sponsorship: $3,000 
t Invitation to Gold & Silver Donor event for 2 people 
t 2 tickets to the NVSO Gala 
 
Concert Sponsorship: $1,000 
t Invitation to Gold & Silver Donor event for 2 people 
 

A great opportunity to promote your business and support the arts! 
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North Valley Symphony Orchestra is  
supported, in part, by the City of Phoenix  

Office of Arts and Culture. 

Funding and Support 

This project is supported in part by an  
award from the Arizona Commission on the  

Arts, an agency of the State of Arizona. 



2023­2024 Donor Options  
Vivace ­ $2,500+ 

Invitation to Gold & Silver Donor Events for 2 people 
2 concert tickets to each concert for 1 year 
Mention in concert program for 12 months 

NVSO Swag Bag and a special concert season gift 
 

Allegro ­ $1,000­$2,499 
Invitation to Gold & Silver Donor Events for 2 people 

2 concert tickets to each concert for 1 year 
Mention in concert program for 12 months 

NVSO Swag Bag 
 

Allegretto ­ $500­$999 
Invitation to Silver Donor Event for 2 people 
2 concert tickets to each concert for 1 year 
Mention in concert program for 12 months 

NVSO Swag Bag 
 

Andante ­ $200­$499 
2 concert tickets to each concert for 1 year 
Mention in concert program for 12 months 
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Thank you for joining North Valley Symphony  
Orchestra as we present “Postcards from  
Bohemia.” We are excited to be taking you on a trip 
to Bohemia tonight, without even leaving Phoenix! 
 
I have been fortunate to have had the opportunity to travel extensively over 
the years and I have always found that listening to the music of a region is  
such a wonderful way to connect to the destination. 10 years ago, I had the  
opportunity to take a Danube River cruise, with a 3­day extension to visit 
Prague. Knowing that we would be driven from Passau Germany to Prague 
through the Czech countryside, I loaded my iPod with Smetana’s Má Vlast,  
a tone poem inspired by the history, legends, and countryside of the  
composer’s Bohemian homeland. Driving through this beautiful country,  
listening to music inspired by it, was a truly magical experience. Tonight,  
we will transport you there for an evening as we perform music by Czech  
composers, including 2 movements from Má Vlast. We hope you enjoy the  
trip down the Moldau River and into the dark forests and bucolic countryside  
of the Czech Republic. Thank you to everyone who submitted photos from your 
own travels to our Photo Contest!  
 
Our youth musicians have started a new semester and are looking forward to 
their “Storms and Sunshine” concert on May 11. They are also preparing for  
the annual Summerford Concerto Competition which will be held in April. I am 
always so proud of the students in our youth program as I watch them learn 
and grow as musicians, students, and individuals. Please consider coming out  
to their concert in May to support their efforts!  
 
Finally, a huge thank you to everyone who participated in our “Mardi Gras 
Melodies” fundraiser presented by the Phoenix Legacy Foundation on  
February 3rd. Whether you participated as a volunteer, musician, sponsor,  
attendee, or any combination thereof, we truly value your support. We cannot 
do what we do without you! Thank you! 
 
Liz Galpin
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A Letter from the President



Kevin Kozacek, Music Director 
Originally from Colorado, Kevin Kozacek  
graduated from the University of Northern  
Colorado, where he earned a Bachelor’s degree  
in Music Education with an emphasis in choral 
conducting, under the tutelage of Dr. Howard 
Skinner. Mr. Kozacek received both his Master of 
Arts and Master of Music degrees from Northern 
Arizona University, studying orchestral conducting 
under Dr. Nicholas Ross and Dr. Daniel O'Bryant.  
He has additionally studied conducting under 
Maestros Lawrence Golan, Don Thulean, Apo Hsu, 

Harold Farberman, Raymond Harvey, and Zvonimir Hacko. Mr. Kozacek has 
guest­conducted orchestras in Kiev, Ukraine, and Krasnoyarsk, Russia, and 
been invited to conduct workshops and high school honor orchestras in local 
Arizona school districts. Mr. Kozacek has taught public school music in grades 
K­12, and directed theater, instrumental ensembles, and choral groups in 
churches and communities in England, Nebraska, Colorado, Texas, and  
Arizona. He has served as Artistic Director for ProMusica Arizona Chorale and  
Orchestra in Phoenix, and Music Director for the Verde Valley Sinfonietta in 
Sedona. In 2012, Mr. Kozacek was invited to serve as the founding Music  
Director for North Valley Symphony Orchestra. Kevin and his wife Cindy  
have two grown sons, Matt and Chris, and four grandchildren, Audrey, Owen 
Zeke and Sylvee.

Biographies
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Ellen Hansbury, Concertmaster   
Ellen began studying the violin at the age of four. 
At the College Conservatory of Music, University 
of Cincinnati, she went on to major in violin  
performance under the direction of Kurt  
Sassmannshaus. Ellen later earned her MBA from 
UC and decided to pursue a career in marketing. 
With a strong passion for music and performing, 
she continued to play in community orchestras. 
Ellen joined NVSO in 2015 and thoroughly  

enjoys the musicianship and sense of community 
this organization brings. When she's not playing the violin, Ellen explores the 
outdoors with her husband and their pups Stella and Samson.  



Biographies
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Josh Condon, Assistant Conductor 
Josh is thrilled to be in his second year as  
Assistant Conductor for North Valley Symphony 
Orchestra! Around the valley, Josh has worked as 
a theatrical music director for Arizona Broadway 
Theatre, The Phoenix Theatre Company, Xavier 
College Preparatory, Scottsdale Center for the 
Performing Arts, Childsplay, Arizona State  
University, and the Arizona Musical Theatre  
Orchestra. Prior to coming to Arizona, Josh served 
as a music director/pianist for the Norwegian, 

Celebrity, and Princess cruise lines, where he  
collaborated with numerous West End and Broadway performers. He  
holds a B.M. in Jazz Studies from Ithaca College and an M.M. in Musical  
Theatre/Opera Music Direction from ASU. He currently serves as Resident 
Artist & Director of Community Music Programs at Arizona Musicfest and  
as Director of Music at St. Francis Xavier Parish. 
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Thank you to our hardworking staff and board members

Members­at­Large: 
Leah Hodge, Breana Keen, Kevin Kozacek ­ Music Director,  

Heather Merchut, Gina Stevens, Lisa Tufts 
 

Staff 
Music Director – Kevin Kozacek 

Assistant Conductor ­ Joshua Condon 
Adult Orchestra Manager – Chris Clark 

 
Youth Orchestra Director – Dylan Suehiro 
Youth Orchestra Manager – Summer Peil 

 
Youth Strings Director – Anita Crider 
Youth Strings Manager – Nora Welsh 

 
Symphonettes Director – Gabrielle Beam 

Symphonettes Manager – Matthew Himlin 
 

Orchestra Admin ­ Nathan Lievre 
Logistics Manager ­ Jayson Uptain 

Music Librarian ­ Cindy Kozacek 

Board of Directors 
President ­ Liz Galpin V. President ­ Open 
Treasurer ­ Gabby Getty Secretary ­ Nora Welsh 



Antonín Dvořák  (1841­1904)      Carnival Overture, Op. 92 
                                                          
Leoš Janáček (1854­1928)            Lachian Dances 
                                                              I. “Starodávný ­ Ancient One” 
                                                              VI. “Pilky” 
                                                          
Julius Fučík (1872­1916)               Entrance of the Gladiators, Op. 68 
 
 

­ 20 Minute Intermission ­ 
 
 
Bedřich Smetana (1824­1884)     “Vltava” or “The Moldau” 
                                                         JB 1:112/2 
                                                         from Má vlast 
 
                                                         “Z českých luhů a hájů” or  
                                                         "From Bohemia's Woods and Fields” 
                                                         JB 1:112/4 
                                                         from Má vlast 
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Conductor ­ Kevin Kozacek 
Assistant Conductor ­ Joshua Condon 

Due to copyright laws, audio and video recording of this concert is prohibited.
Please turn off your electronic devices during the performance.

Postcards from Bohemia 
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CONCERT NOTES 

Postcards from Bohemia 
All four of the Czech composers featured on this concert are known for their 
nationalistic style, and use of rhythms and folk­like melodies which reflect 
their native Bohemia.  
 
Antonín Dvořák (1841­1904) was the eldest of fourteen siblings, and showed 
promise at a young age as a violinist. As a teenager he lived with his uncle, and 
studied organ to help supplement his meager earnings as violinist and violist in 
small professional orchestras in Prague. The first public performance of his 
compositions didn’t begin until he was 31, and he was still only locally known. 
Dvořák sought recognition beyond Prague by submitting scores of symphonies 
and other works to German and Austrian competitions. He won his first prize 
in 1874. After his third win in 1877, one of the jurists, Johannes Brahms, 
recommended Dvořák to his publisher, Simrock, who commissioned 
what became the Slavonic Dances, Op. 46. Thus, his career as a internationally 
recognized composer was launched. In 1892 Dvořák became the director of 
the National Conservatory of Music of America in New York City. While in the 
United States, Dvořák wrote his three most successful orchestral works: the 
Symphony No. 9, Op. 95, “From the New World”, his Cello Concerto in B minor, 
Op. 104, and his famous String Quartet in F Major, the “American”. While he 
remained at the Conservatory for two more years, pay cuts and homesickness 
led him to return to Bohemia in 1895, where he continued a successful career 
in composition until his death in 1904 from influenza.  
 
Leoš Janáček (1854­1928) is known not only as a composer, but also as a  
musicologist. Janáček was educated in Prague, Leipzig, and Vienna, and settled 
in Brno, where he devoted himself mainly to folkloristic research. His earlier 
compositions were influenced by Antonín Dvořák, but around 1900 he began 
to incorporate his earlier studies of national folk music, to create his own style. 
He also incorporated transcriptions of "speech melodies”, a highly original use 
of his study of Bohemian musicology of lyric/spoken language. His daughter 
Olga suddenly died in 1903, resulting in his opera Jenůfa, which is often called 
the "Moravian national opera”. 
 

continued p. 12
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CONCERT NOTES 

Postcards from Bohemia 
In the following years, Janáček became frustrated with a lack of recognition 
from Prague. But a revised edition of Jenůfa was premiered at the National 
Theatre in 1916, which gave Janáček access to the world's great opera stages.  
 
Julius Fučík (1872­1916) was a composer and conductor of military bands, and 
is sometimes known as the "Bohemian Sousa”. He composed over 400 
marches, polkas, and waltzes. Today his marches are still played as patriotic 
music in the Czech Republic. In 1891 Fučík joined the Austro­Hungarian  
Regiment as a military musician, and in 1897 he became bandmaster based  
in Sarajevo. It was here that he wrote his most famous piece, the Entrance of 
the Gladiators. The piece was originally titled Grande Marche Chromatique. 
But his interest in Roman history led him to rename the piece, and it has 
become widely recognized as a popular tune for circus clowns. With the  
outbreak of the WWI, his health suffered, and Fučík died in Berlin at the age of 
44, likely of a heart attack.  
 
Bedřich Smetana (1824­1884) has been regarded as the father of Czech music. 
He is best known for his 1866 opera The Bartered Bride and for the symphonic 
cycle Má vlast ("My fatherland”). Smetana was naturally gifted as a composer, 
and gave his first public performance at the age of six. His first nationalistic 
music was written during the 1848 Prague uprising. He was unable to establish 
a career in Prague, so he left for Sweden, where he began to write large­scale 
orchestral works. In the early 1860s, a more liberal political climate in Bohemia 
encouraged Smetana to return permanently to Prague, where he actively  
promoted a new genre of Czech opera. In 1866, Smetana became the  
Provisional Theatre's principal conductor, but the years of his conductorship 
were marked by controversy because of his alignment with the ultra­progres­
sive ideas of Richard Wagner. The controversy precipitated his resignation from 
the theatre in 1874,and hastened a decline in Smetana’s health. Within ten 
years, Smetana became completely deaf, suffered a mental collapse, and 
was incarcerated in an asylum where he died in 1874. 
 

— Program Notes by Kevin Kozacek



Adult  Orchestra 
First Violin 
Section sponsored by  
Custom Plumbing of Arizona 
Ellen Hansbury + 
Dr. Melinda Wang ^ 
Pearl N.M. Bailey 
Michaela Bubach 
Kaitlyn Golden 
Breana Keen 
Heather Merchut 
Tracy N. Petersen 
Rebecca Sumsion 
 
Second Violin 
Gabrielle Beam * 
Sylvia L. Depta 
Eileen L. Friedman 
Jay Friedman 
Kimberly Klatt 
Heidi Kosiorek 
Jordan Scott­Martin 
Christian Ortega 
Carol Routh 
Musician Sponsored by  
    Dr. Leo Marvin 
Darin Templeton 
Kathleen Womack 
 
Viola 
Emma Mazur * 
Elizabeth Birch 
Mary Parke 
Parikhit Sinha 
Katie Tay 
Craig Triplett 
Musician sponsored by Bill  
     and Gail Triplett 
 
Cello 
Liz Galpin * 
Musician sponsored by  
    Dr. Herbert Swick  
Michael Berman 
Krista Black 
Lisa Crawford 
Musician sponsored by  
    Kathy Crawford  
 

Cello cont. 
Abbey Jaye Hunt 
Emmly Langner 
Ella MacDonald 
Alta Thoreson 
 
Bass 
Byron Edgar * 
Daniel Morrissey 
Howard Michael Robinson  
Fred Wengrzynek 
 
Flute 
Cheryl Riggle * 
Morgan Chaisson 
 
Piccolo 
Nora Welsh * 
 
Oboe 
Evelyn Rodriguez * 
Bryan Held 
Suzanne Johnsen 
 
English Horn 
Suzanne Johnsen * 
 
Clarinet 
Mandy Gifford * 
Annemarie Strzelecki 
 
Bassoon 
Gina L. Stevens * 
Michelle Horowitz 
 
Horn 
Philip Johnson * 
Chris Clark 
Anita Murray 
Steven A. Thomasson 
 
Trumpet 
Leah Hodge * 
Trint Castle  
Glen Graca 
 
 
 

Trombone 
Ryan Pratt * # 
Musician sponsored by  
     Lernor Family Dental 
Lee Cook  
Yoav Rotman 
 
Tuba 
Mike Burt * 
 
Percussion 
Eric Sundberg * 
Musician sponsored by  
    Mark & Susan Sundberg 
John D. Bailey 
Cindy Kozacek 
Melissa Krout 
Christopher Woodward 
 
Harp 
Pam Hahn * # 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Personnel listed  
alphabetically after 
principal or  
concertmaster 
+ Concertmaster      
^   Asst Concertmaster 
* Principal     
 # Guest 
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NVSO Merchandise Fundraiser!    
Support North Valley Symphony Orchestra today by purchasing our new NVSO  
merchandise items including:  T­shirts, polo shirts, mugs and more! 
A  portion of every sale goes back to the orchestra.  
Visit our website or scan the QR Code   
and support the arts today! 
https://shop.printyourcause.com/campaigns/ 
North­Valley­Symphony­Orchestra

Capture the image of the moment 
with Knite Lites Photography

As the photographer for the December  
concert, we specialize in turning fleeting 

seconds into timeless memories.

623­227­6545 
jr@knitelites.com 

knitelites.com
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Join us for our final 
concert of the  Season! 

"VICTORS AND HEROES"  

MAY 18, 2024 , 7 p.m. 
North Canyon High School Auditorium 

1700 E Union Hills Dr, Phoenix, AZ 
NorthValleySymphony.org 

 



Thank You Donors
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Thanks to the generous support from donors like you. 

Vivace ($2,500+) 
Jacob & Leslie Findlay 
Doug Riley Family Foundation 
Kevin & Cindy Kozacek 
Bill & Tracy Petersen 
Jody & Marcia Summerford * 
Steve & Linda Thomasson 
 
Allegro ($1,000­$2,499) 
Mike & Liz Galpin  
Chris & Pearl Mahar 
Rick Marencic & Sarah Vogt 
Marcia Tague 
Hao & Michelle Wang 
 
Allegretto ($500­$999) 
Nora Welsh & Steve DiBitetto  
Michael W. Goerss, MD 
Pat Heerdt 
Michelle & Ken Horowitz 
Bruce & Mary Jo Jerde 
Mrs. Heidi L. Merchut­Miele  
    in memory of Larry William Merchut 
Brad & Carol Routh 
Colleen Scott 
Gina & Jeff Stevens 
Team Veatch 
Joan Velotta 
 
Andante ($200­$499) 
Anonymous 
Nancy Anderson & Michael Blount 
Ingeborg Bergt 
Elizabeth Birch 
Marcy & Rich Carroll 
Chris & Curtis Clark  
Kathy Crawford 
Corine Cuvelier 
Scott & Sylvia Depta 
Eileen & Michael Friedman 
Stanley & Donna Kublin 
Chuck Kelley * 
Dr. Andrew & Mrs. Anita Murray 
Stacey Napier 
Pye Family 
Mark & Susan Sundberg 
Dr. Herbert Swick 
Sarah Troster 
Harriett Walker 
Drs. Andrew Talon & Melinda Wang 
Fred & Barbara Wengrzynek 
 

Adagio ($100­$199) 
Kate & Dennis Adler 
Pearl N M Bailey 
Sam & Bertie Brock 
June & Todd Byers 
Shannon Carson 
Non Conformists 
Susan French 
Sharla Hensiek 
      in memory of Paul A Hensiek 
Daniel & Michele Henry­Obrachta  
     in honor of Kevin & Cindy Kozacek 
Leah Hodge Hughes & Marshall Hughes 
Breana Keen 
Irma Loebe 
Dr. Leo Marvin 
Jeannine Moyle 
John Passafiume 
     in honor of Lisa Tufts 
Representative Judy Schwiebert 
Tammie & Grant Swope 
Bill & Gail Triplett 
Wendy Tucker 
Lisa Tufts 
Paul Zahn 
Anonymous 
 
Corporate Donations 
Anytime Auto Glass  
Arrowhead Valley Retirement Resort 
CNA + 
Custom Plumbing of Arizona 
Fry's Community Rewards 
Lernor Family Dental (Dr. Eric Lernor) 
Panera 
Print Your Cause 
See’s Candy 
USAA + 
 
Sponsors 
December Concert Sponsor: i­Med  
    (Dr. Howard Robinson) 
 
Gala Sponsors 
The Phoenix Legacy Foundation 
Heidi Kosiorek 
 
Grantors 
Arizona Commission on the Arts 
Phoenix Office of Arts and Culture 
 
 * In­kind donation     + Corporate matching donation





Postcards from Bohemia Photo Contest 
In the spirit of our "Postcards from Bohemia" concert, we held a photo contest 
and asked anyone who had visited Prague or the surrounding areas of the Czech 
Republic to share their photos of the trip. Heree are a few of the terrific images. 
You may also notice some of these same photos during tonight’s performance!

Estates Theater, Prague

Prague 1999

Bridge over the Vlatava River, Prague

River in Peský Krumlov

Charles Bridge, Prague

Jan Hus Memorial at Old Town Square, Prague

Thanks for sharing  
your memories and  
adventures with us!
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Symphonettes
North Val ley

Youth Orchestra
North Val ley

Youth Strings
North Val ley

orm and Sunshine

NVSO Youth Ensembles present

FREE Concert

Saturday, May 11, 2024 
  3 ­ 4:30 P.M. 

Horizon High School 
5601 E Greenway, Scottsdale, AZ  


